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Changes to the policy:  

 

 

Date: Changes: Pages: 

Autumn Term 2021 
● Addition of marking in GREEN pen for 

teacher comments. 

Page 3 

 
● Correct use of highlighter pens Pink for 

think/Yellow for Yeah! 

●  

Page 4 

 
● Spellings – writing out 3 incorrect spellings 3 

times 

Page 4 

 
● Comments – linking to area of learning – ie 

topic links 

Page 4 

Spring 2025 
● Change of reference to Shirley Clarke work 

done 4 years ago to Marking and Feedback 

aims to: 

Page 3 

 
● Non-negotiables list removed as these 

related to presentation 

Page 3 

 
● Challenge by choice removed from policy 

following recommendations from AGEP 

Page 3 

 
● Removal of COVID recommendations for 

distancing and remote learning 

Page 4 

 
● Addition of guidance on using a visualiser 

● Addition of guidance on checking dictated 

sentences 

Page 3 

 
● Insertion of sections: Aims, Marking, 

feedback, children’s responses 

Throughout 

 

 

 

 

Reviewed: March 2025     

Adopted by LGB : March 2025 

Review Date: March 2027 
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1. Marking and Feedback aims to: 

 

Be in the moment of learning (where possible) or if not at the end of the session or day 

Enable children to act and improve or correct their work immediately  

Encourage children to develop independent strategies for improvement  

Provide swift, concise and high impact feedback our children can act upon  

Evidence clearly where adult intervention, feedback or support has been given. Work will reflect 

changes with purple pen or additions, editing and modelling at the time. 

Be purposeful and relevant to the child, age, ability and need.  Marking will NOT be overly detailed 

when not required.  

Match need and be there to move learning on, not record comments for recording sake.  

 

2. Teachers Marking 

 

Teachers and teaching assistants mark in green pen if writing comments or marking with codes for 

brevity. This is for so the children know where to direct attention. 

 

YELLOW MEANS YEAH!  

Adults highlight in yellow indicates an example of where the LO has been met, a target has been met or 

progress made.  

 

PINK MEANS THINK!   

That there has been a spelling error/ incorrect answer in a piece of maths work or that a piece of work 

needs to be looked at again and corrected. The pink is usually a small dot as the smallest possible clue 

for where children could make an improvement. 

Next Steps – A comment/ modelled example can be written to help the child know how to 

ensure success next time when appropriate OR of it is a whole class issue then the teacher may use a 

mini-plenary in the session to feedback then children act on this in their work.  

Incorrect spellings:  

A maximum of 3 incorrect spellings should be chosen and written. The child writes these out 3 

times correctly.  

These spellings may be high frequency words in English or Tier 2/3 words in foundation subjects, 

Science RE or Maths.  

Comments: 
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These must link to the Learning Objective and give points of recognition or improvement. For example if 

marking a piece of topic work – teachers comment on the LO linked to the topic rather than an English 

improvement.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Teachers’ feedback 

 

Much teaching and feedback is verbal or visual reminders of aspects of the learning objectives. This is in 

response to data gathered in the lesson. 

 

Visualisers: 

Each class should have access to a visualiser and an interactive whiteboard so that children’s work can 

be shown. This may be a WAGOLL produced by a class member or live marking to show how to edit 

shared writing. Use of the visualiser is a powerful way of giving feedback as the children can see where 

their peers have made good choices or errors and can make live edits to their work in purple pen to 

show this is a result of feedback from the teacher. 

 

Dictation: 

Children benefit from spellings being taught through dictation. The live checking of the teacher’s 

example and explanation of likely misconceptions is a proven way to give effective feedback. Teachers 

generally check each word or grapheme at a time where errors are occurring. 

 

4. Children’s responses to Marking or Feedback 

 

Purple Pens – children respond to teacher’s marking by using a purple pen.  

In black biro or pencil – much of the time feedback is in the form of verbal / visual reminders to 

the whole class and it is impractical to keep changing pen. Not all feedback is therefore evidenced. This 

is very noticeable in Art where improvements may be made in paint or clay for example.  
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