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Summary of Changes   

  

The policy has been amended as follows.   

  

Page 

Ref.  

Section  Amendment   Date of 

Change  

4  Emphasis on using homework in class   

4  Removal of menu of choices in favour of weekly short 

homework 
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Introduction  

We believe and research indicates that the links between home and school are vital.  For the 

benefit of your child’s education there is a need for staff and parents to work together.  For 

this reason it is important for children to bring work home or have work set on online platforms 

to enable parents to feel more in touch with what happens at school.  Parents can help their 

child to learn and children will see parents and teachers working together.   

We also need to bear in mind the importance of activities children may do with you and with 

their friends.  Therefore, with the exception of reading, other homework will be set no more 

than once a week except in the run up to SATs for Year 6 when it could be more frequent.   

 

Reading Homework 

Reading is a key skill and we encourage this type of homework regularly at home. In an 

ideal world children should enjoyably share a reading activity every day. 

Foundation Stage and KS1  

Our policy is to send home:  

(1) Books to share.  

(2) Books with pictures in the story that can be retold by the child  

(3)  Books with early vocabulary/words that can be blended from phonemes  

(4)  Graded reading books to allow your child to progress at their own pace.  

  

Along with the child’s reading books is a Reading Record.  Being a successful reader is the 

key to accessing all areas of the curriculum. It is important that you make a note in this book 

whenever you hear your child read. It is not simply used to keep a record of the books read 

but also gives you the chance to comment when you hear your child read. (See the Guidance 

at the end of this policy) If you have any particular concerns, you may arrange to see the 

class teacher at a mutually convenient time.   
  

Reading KS2  

The children will continue to bring reading books home daily. This may be a fiction text or a 

non-fiction book from the school library. Do please encourage your children to bring their 

books each day. Children in the younger years of this stage and those who need greater help 

due to difficulties with reading, will still need to read aloud regularly to an adult, for decoding 

practice and to boost self-confidence through developing expression. Parents can further 

encourage their child by sharing the reading or reading to them.  This will help to develop 

fluency and expression.  Older children or more fluent readers may tell you about what they 

are reading, rather than reading aloud. Parents are encouraged to record comments in the 

Reading Record in the same way as before. Older children will also be expected to make 

their own entries. Parents are encouraged to ask their children comprehension questions to 

check their understanding of the texts read. Examples of questions can be made available to 

parents. Teachers check reading records weekly and sign to show they have checked the 

reading records. 
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Other Homework in addition to reading.  

  

Key Stage 1   

No homework is set at the start of the year for Reception.  

In Year 1 and 2, phonics or spellings is set weekly. This relates to the spellings/phonics taught 

in class. 

A piece of Topic (or foundation subject) or Maths homework is also set weekly. This is 

something that is useful in class, helps children engage in learning in class and allows parents 

an insight into learning in school. It is not a long piece of work to be completed necessarily, 

but could be a piece of research or a question to think about. Something should be recorded 

in the homework book (or Tapestry / Purple Mash). The teacher should acknowledge this 

briefly. Best practice would be to use this work in class.  

  

Key Stage 2   

The children in Years 3-6 are set Maths, English and Topic or Foundation subject homework.  

This is set weekly with an expectation that pupils’ homework is used and valued in school 

where helpful. 

Children will receive feedback on their work. This may be a tick/initials, or it can be with verbal 

feedback if the homework is used in class to add to learning.  

Children in Year 6 may also have additional homework in preparation for SATs. 

Teachers typically prioritise a spelling task, a maths task and a topic task each week. 

Parents are invited to support children with their homework, giving the smallest possible clue 

and encouraging independence. 

  

All pupils 

Children are expected to complete homework regularly and on time. The teacher will alert 

you to missing homework. If your child seems to take too long over their work even when 

concentrating fully or you feel the task was too difficult or lacking challenge, please inform 

your child’s class teacher in the first instance.  

 

Missed learning at school 

Holidays in term time are not authorised under the regulations which came into force in 

September 2013. However, parents may wish to encourage their child to make a 

diary/scrapbook of their visits, which would be a good way of providing educational benefit.  

  

If you have any queries about homework, or would like further guidance in how to approach 

it, please see your child’s teacher.  

 

 

   


