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7th September 2020 
 

Dear Parents,  
 
Welcome back after the changeable summer holidays!  
 
Usually at the start of the year, I outline routines for Robins class. However due to COVID-19 
and our risk assessment some of these things have to be postponed until we are able to 
resume them.  
 
But there are some new and old routines, I would like to inform you about.  
 
Reading 
Your child's reading experience is much more than the reading book which comes home 
from school. Reading is happening all the time in the classroom and at school. It is taught in 
specific reading, phonics and English lessons, but children are practising and using their 
'reading' constantly across all subjects too. 
 
Parents can support this 'reading journey' through regular reading at home. Reading to and 
with your child every evening for at least ten minutes can make a dramatic difference to a 
child's achievement within school. A report from the Oxford University Press highlighted the 
importance of parents reading with their children. 'Children who read outside of class are 13 
times more likely to read above the expected level for their age'. 
 
Over the summer, we have sorted our reading book scheme into two different sets of books 
within each colour band; phonics books and book band books.  

 Phonics books- are closely linked to the letter sounds that your child is currently 
learning in phonics 

 Book band books- are for children to choose from themselves, promoting a love for 
reading.  

 
Your child will be sent home with one of each of these books. Unless they are on the higher 
reading colours and will bring home two books of their choosing. For reception children, 
they will begin with a ‘wordless’ book to promote storytelling and will move onto words 
once they are confident with some of the letter sounds that have been taught in school. 
Children will need their book bags and reading books in school every day.  
 
Sound Books 
Many of the children within Robins class will also have a set of cards and sound book which 
they need to practise reading, the sounds and the list of words. There is also a section to 
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practise writing the letters. It is really important to always start writing letters in the right 
place so the children will find it easier when they progress through the school. Please 
practise regularly with your child. 
 
Reading Pets 
Over the course of the next few weeks, children who are new to our class, will be ‘choosing’ 
a reading pet (a small cuddle toy). These pets are to encourage reading at home. They need 
to be ‘fed’ by hearing stories read to them! This can be what the children read to them or a 
story book that you share together.  
 
Reading Challenge 
Every time your child reads at home (this can be their reading book, library book and/or one 
of their own books), please record in their reading record. Every time they read; they will 
receive a stamp. For every 5 stamps their name will go in the reading challenge pot. The 
winner will be drawn at the celebration assemblies at the end of each term. The more they 
read; the bigger chance they have of winning. Happy reading! 
 
Homework 
Homework and spellings will be given to year 1 and 2 children. These will be given out on 
Wednesdays and will need to be handed in on Mondays. On Mondays there will be a short 
spelling ‘beat your best score’ test. Please see the letter about how homework will be 
handed out to children for more information.  
 
Our topic for this term is ‘Flourishing Friendships and Feelings’. 
Knowledge organisers for this topic, which contain information about what each subject will 
be covering as well as facts and key vocabulary children will learn during this topic, can be 
found on our school website. (They were handed out at the end of last term).  
 
Workshops and ‘In Action’ sessions 
Due to COVID-19, I am thinking about ways in which I can still do these over the course of 
the autumn term. While, the ‘In Action’ sessions (where you come and join us for a lesson) 
will certainly have to wait until we are allowed to have parents in the school building, the 
workshops could happen virtually. Please follow the link below and complete the short 
online survey to let me know your thoughts. This will be open until 18th September.  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/7RV72HN 
 
Timetable 
Robins’ PE will be on a Thursday and Friday afternoons. Please make sure children come to 
school in their PE kits on these days.  
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/7RV72HN
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The afternoons will be my management/SENDCo time and will be covered by Mrs. Moore.  
 
Please find attached the timetable for this term.  
 
Also, over the summer we have developed the outside area and have a new area on the 
field that the children will have access to throughout the day. We will be using the outside 
area more and more. It would be useful if children could bring in wellies (we also have a 
new storage unit just for wellies!), so that they can wear them when playing with the water 
equipment, in the mud kitchen and make the most of the outside area.  
 
Please do not hesitate to ask us any questions about any items in this letter or any other 
matter. We are looking forward to working with you all! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs Felton and the Robins’ Team 
 

PLEASE NOTE: for the first half term we will be having Forest Schools for an hour and a quarter on a 

Tuesday morning.  

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8.45am Registration/Spellings (mon-current/Tues- new)/Challenges check (Wed) /Maths mats (Thurs)/Super sentences (Fri) Sensory Break/Daily Dashboard  

9am Spellings (part of Phonics) Phonics 

9.30am Dough Disco/ 
Handwriting/ 
Challenge Modelling 

Literacy Input/ 
Literacy focused 

task/Explorer time  

Maths input/maths 
focused task Explorer 

time  

Literacy 
input/Literacy 

focused task/Explorer 
time  

Maths 
consolidation/intervention 

Explorer time 

10.15am Break 

10.30am Sensory Break 

10.35am Maths input/maths 
focused task Explorer 
time  
 

Explorer time- Maths 
challenge 

Explorer time-Literacy 
Challenge 

Explorer time- Maths 
challenge 

Literacy consolidation/ 
intervention/Explorer 

time 

11.45am Whole Class reading 
 

Maths Magic 
 

Whole Class reading 
  

Maths Magic/ 
Story Circle/ 
Rhyme Time 

 

Maths Magic/ 
Story Circle/ 

Rhyme Time /Pupil of the 
Day 

12 noon Lunch 

1pm Assembly PATHS Assembly/ 
Pupil of the Day 

Assembly Assembly Assembly 

1.15pm Sensory Break (5mins) 
/Topic work/ Explorer 

time 

Sensory Break-Cosmic 
Kids 

Sensory Break (5mins) 
/Topic work/ Explorer 

time 
 

 

Music 1.15-2pm- PE 

1.30pm  
Topic work/ Explorer 

time 
 

 
2pm- PE 2pm- Board games 

2.30pm PATHS/Pupil of the  
Day/Story time 

3pm Story time Pupil of the Day/Story 
time 

Story time/Pupil of 
the day 

Library books/Story time 
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