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20th May 2020 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I hope you are all keeping well and staying safe.  
 
Proposed Re-opening of Primary Schools from June 2020 
 
I have now completed a number of risk assessments, considering the updates and the latest 
advice from the UK Government (15 documents in total). A more detailed way forward has 
now been discussed with our multi academy trust DNEAT and I will be discussing this with 
our Local Governing Body Chair later this week. I am now able to update you on the plans 
for reopening to some year groups.  All risk assessments and plans have to be signed off by 
DNEAT trustees and these will be available when they have been on our federation website 
www.hopefederation.org  
 
You will be aware that the government plans to begin a “phased, gradual and cautious” 
reopening of schools from – at the earliest – 1st June. Since this announcement there have 
been a number of updates from the Government about how this may be implemented, 
these have not always been correctly communicated in the media.  If you wish to see any of 
these documents they are freely available on the DFE website. 
 
Hope Academies in agreement with DNEAT will plan to reopen on Thursday 4th June 2020.  
The 1-3rd June 2020 will be used by staff to prepare ‘bubble spaces’, organise resources 
and be fully trained in the PPE, cleaning and safety measures in place in each academy.  
THIS IS TO ENSURE PUPILS, FAMILIES AND STAFF ARE SAFE. There will be NO key worker 
provision during this time. 
 
Overview of Government Guidance for Schools 

 If the 5 key tests set by the government justify change then the phased reopening of 
primary schools for the education of children will begin.  

 This phased return is sequential and after priority for Key Worker, EHCP and 
Vulnerable pupils have been provided for we then allocate (if capacity allows) to 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. We have to start with the youngest year group first. 

 The re-opening should not be done using a rota but should be based on a whole year 
group returning across the week.  Starting with the youngest age group after Key 
Workers, EHCP and Vulnerable pupils. 

 Schools will continue to provide childcare provision for priority groups (vulnerable 
children and children of Key Workers). 
 
 

http://www.hopefederation.org/
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 It will not be compulsory for children to attend. Non-attendance will not lead to 
families being fined.  HOWEVER the allocated hours and days must all be attended 
by pupils – i.e. no choosing days or dipping in and out. 

 Children who are considered medically extremely vulnerable and shielding should 
not attend. Parents of children who have a health condition that makes them 
vulnerable and at higher risk of illness should follow medical advice. A risk 
assessment and care plan will need to be in place before they can return. 

 The government say schools do not require PPE equipment, but to protect children 
and staff we will have face masks, disposable gloves, hand sanitiser, disposable 
aprons and cleaning stations in each bubble area. 

 Children and staff will have their temperature checked on entry each day using a 
non-touch forehead thermometer.  If temperatures are above 38c then pupils and 
staff will not be allowed to come into school. 

 PPE may seem scary but this is to protect and give confidence to everyone involved.  
Staff like you have lost loved ones to this virus and are concerned about spreading 
the infection. 
 

Managing risk and rate of transmission in School 

 Settings are asked to reduce contact between children and staff as far as possible by 
children being placed into small groups and keeping that group away from any 
others. These groups are being referred to as ‘bubbles’. This means there should be 
no cross over of groups during any school activity e.g. visiting the toilets, 
handwashing, learning or playing. 

 Groups will number no more than 6-11 but will vary from school to school and will 
be dependent on space at school. Our preference is to ensure that pupils can 
complete some activities following the 2m social distancing guidelines in their 
bubble groups. 

 The same staff will be assigned to each group and will remain the same throughout 
all the days the group attend, as far as possible. 

 Children may not be placed with their regular teacher or in their regular classroom. 
No 1:1 support will be provided for children due to staffing capacity. Some staff from 
other academies in our federation may be deployed to different academies so we 
can offer more provision. 

 Thorough cleaning will take place – including toys, books, desks, chairs, doors etc. 
however, resources will be limited. Cleaning between activities in each bubble will 
also take place. Children will be provided with their own learning pack of pencils etc. 
named and for only them to use (no pencil cases or resources from home will be 
allowed in school other than water bottle and packed lunch). 
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 Designated playground toys will be allocated to each bubble.  An identified toilet for 
each bubble will also be provided, meaning children will be limited to one at a time 
and may use a boys or girls toilet. Cleaning of toilets will happen between use. 

 We may shut school for ALL bubbles including Key worker children on Wednesday 
and Friday afternoons to all groups.  This is to ensure that the premises and 
resources are thoroughly cleaned. 

 Frequent and quality handwashing will be insisted upon.  

 Break and lunchtimes will be staggered. 

 When school is open, it will be varied drop off and pick up times for different groups 
of children. It will not be the usual school hours. Drop off will start at 8.45am to 
9.15am and pick up from 2.30pm-3.15pm – each bubble will be allocated times that 
parents must adhere to reduce congestion and contamination at these busy times of 
the school day. 

 Breakfast clubs, Learning Clubs and after school clubs will not take place as this will 
involve cross groupings from several bubbles and does not follow DFE guidance.  

 Where there are symptoms or an outbreak within a group, the whole group will be 
sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days. Unless testing results are negative 
and the group will be invited to return to school. 

 Parents will not be permitted to enter the school building except in an emergency 
and will be instructed as to where they can drop off and pick up. 

 Parents/carers should not gather before or after school but stick rigidly to their 
allocated times. 

 We understand that children may have grown during their time away from school, 
therefore they can come into school wearing PE kits. 

 Children will need to have their school clothes washed each day when returning 
home from time in school.  Best practice is to strip on entry to your home, place 
clothing in the washing machine and also for the child to shower before they do 
anything else.  This reduces risk of infection spreading. 

 Pupils will be expected to follow behaviour rules in place that are based on the day 
to day rules we have in school, however if children cannot manage their behaviour 
and stay in their bubble space safely they will not be allowed in school. 

 Packed lunches for Free School Meal and Universal Free School Meal pupils will be 
provided.  No hot meals will be provided at this time. If you are not entitled to this, 
you will have to provide your child with a packed lunch. 

 
As a Parent 

 Please do not make plans based on the dates given by the government. Our advice 
keeps changing and to accommodate pupils safely back in school we need to adopt a 
phased approach over time.  The Education Secretary has advised that the opening  
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 of schools should be “phased, gradual and cautious”. We will text you to confirm the 
date of our schools reopening when it is confirmed phase two of coming out of 
lockdown is agreed by the UK Government. 

 Please be patient. Give us the time we need to continually review and update our 
plans to make sure they are the safest possible, based on guidance we are 
continually receiving that is also changing. 

 Please be aware that we also have staff who are shielding or have young children at 
a pre-school age with no available childcare. This certainly adds to the complexity of 
the task at hand. 

 Every age group presents different challenges. I cannot guarantee total safety in 
school. We can try and make things safer and follow guidance to reduce the risk but 
we cannot say that there will be no risk as this is not realistic or fair. 

 
If you have any concerns or worries about your child’s return; we completely understand.  
There will be no penalty for keeping your child at home.  Please feel free to contact your 
Head of School or myself if you wish to discuss your concerns.  This is a challenging time for 
everyone and we simply wish to do our best for the children and families who attend our 
school. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
B Allen 
Mrs Belinda Allen 
Executive Head 
 


