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16 March 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I am writing to provide you with an update on the latest government advice for schools regarding 
Coronavirus (COVID -19) and how to maintain good levels of hygiene within our school with the aim 
of minimising the spread of any infections. 

Up to date guidance from the Department from Education can be found here(1) 

Monitoring and self-isolation 

The latest advice following the Governments COBRA meeting yesterday is that from today if any 
pupil or staff member presents with a cough or high temperature, they should stay at home for 7 
days. Other symptoms to look out for are shortness of breath or cold or flu like symptoms. 

We would ask you please to keep your children off from school until they are fully better and clear of 
all symptoms and report their absence via the usual reporting route. You will be naturally concerned 
about your child’s attendance but due to the current national and global situation, we need to follow 
the advice given. 

This does not mean that they have Coronavirus (COVID -19) however, it is just taking further 
precautions to ensure that we are not passing on any further illnesses to pupils, students and staff as 
we are all aware that this is the seasonal period for colds and flu. 

Please continue to follow the general advice with regards to hand-washing and hygiene and please 
call 111 if you have any medical concerns. The Department for Education are also operating a free 
helpline 0800 046 8687 Monday to Friday 8 am – 6 pm if parents do have other concerns or 
questions as well. 

Hand washing and hygiene 

We are still encouraging good hygiene both inside and outside of the academy and have reviewed 

our premises cleaning policy in light of government guidelines. Some of our children are finding their 

hands are becoming red and sore because they are following good practice and washing hands 

regularly. The academy is aiming to have E45 cream available (unless parents have requested this 

not be used) for pupils and students who require it during the school day. 

Online learning and alternative provision 

While the current advice is to remain open and continue with the education of our young people, we 
have been putting in place contingency plans. If staffing levels fall below what is the recommended  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
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guidelines to ensure the safety and welfare of our young people, then we are reviewing alternative 
methods of teaching and learning.  

Access to e-learning and web-based provision along with a reduced timetable (priority will be given 
to those students in Year 6, who are working towards external examinations) are being reviewed. 
Please keep checking the academy website and your usual channels of communication, for example 
our MyEd app and text messages, to ensure you and your child are up to date with any home work 
requirements or off site learning. 

Overseas trips 

As you are aware, we had a planned trip to France, however the government, on 12th March, called a 

halt to all overseas education trips for children under 18. This banning of overseas trips takes place 

from 13 March 2020. This is because trip leaders would face significant challenges in making 

arrangements to ensure children’s welfare, should adult supervisors or children be required to self-

isolate. Hope and Unity Primary Academies are speaking with both travel and insurance companies 

to clarify reimbursement of costs.  

Trips, visits or school events 

We are reviewing each event in light of the guidance given by Public Health England and the 

Department of Education guidance (1), and each trip is always risk assessed and managed through 

the Local Authority EVOLVE process. There is no intention to cancel sports fixtures or other events at 

the current time, but we are reviewing the risk assessment process on a one by one basis.  

Visitors  

Non-essential visits to the academy site are being reviewed and monitored by academy staff and 

further information or changes to this procedure can be found on the website 

www.hopefederation.org.uk  

As always if you have any other concerns or queries then please contact either the school office or 

Head of School in the first instance.  

Yours faithfully, 

Mrs Belinda Allen 
Executive Headteacher 
Hope Federation of Church of England Primary Academies Federation 
 

Notes 
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